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HRD ministry to create database of educational
experts, persons of Indian origin

HT Correspondent , Hindustan Times Hamirpur, November 02, 2014

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/himachalpradesh/hrd-ministry-to-create-database-of-educational-
experts-persons-of-indian-origin/article1-1281775.aspx

The union ministry of human resources development is likely to take immediate steps for creating a database of
foreign educational experts and persons of Indian origin, so that it could be utilised by the institutions for filling
up the vacant faculty positions, this was stated in a press statement issued here. This is one of the decisions
taken in a two-day annual conference of the directors of the National Institutes of Technology (NIT) of India,
held in New Delhi last week.

Advertisement

Hamirpur NIT director Rajnish Sriwastva was also present in the meeting that was chaired by the President
Pranab Mukherjee. Union HRD minister Smriti Zubin Irani also attended the meeting and listened to the views
of the President and the directors and gave her valuable suggestions.

In his concluding address, the President said education would be the single biggest transformative factor in
catapulting India into the league of developed nations. “It is education that will establish us firmly as a
knowledge society. These conferences and related meetings are intended to put in place a clearly defined
roadmap for attaining our national vision of excellence in education,” added the president.

23 NITs now have innovation clubs, 24 NITs have industry cells and 8 NITs have set up technology incubators.
IPR fund to support patent filings has been set up by 12 NITs. Concrete steps are being taken in the remaining
institutions and positive results are expected within the next few months.

The statement read that it was announced in the meeting that the In-Residence Programme of Rashtrapati
Bhavan would be now extended to young scholars from NITs. 30 scholars, one from each NIT, would be guests
in the Rashtrapati Bhavan for one week. In addition, 6 doctoral or post-doctoral students would be selected from
the NITs as team leaders. These scholars and students would stay at the Rashtrapati Bhavan for a week each in
three batches of 10 scholars and 2 team leaders.


http://www.hindustantimes.com/Search/search.aspx?q=HT%20Correspondent&op=auth
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/himachalpradesh/hrd-ministry-to-create-database-of-educational-experts-persons-of-indian-origin/article1-1281775.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/himachalpradesh/hrd-ministry-to-create-database-of-educational-experts-persons-of-indian-origin/article1-1281775.aspx
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[1'Ts, 1IMs and Central Universities may need less
land now

http://www.prepsure.com/news/iits-iims-and-central-universities-may-need-less-land-now/

At present, it requires at least 500 acres of land to set up Indian Institutes of Technology (11Ts) and Central
Universities. To set up National Institutes of Technology (NITs), Indian Institutes of Management (I11Ms) and
Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research (IISERs), at least 300-acre land is needed. To set up Indian
Institutes of Information Technology (I11Ts), a 100-acre campus is required.

Now that the Centre is determined to set up new institutions, the Union HRD ministry is planning to scale down
the minimum land requirements for the institutions due to the scarcity of land. It has formed a six-member
Committee, headed by Union Higher Education Secretary Satyanarayan Mohanty for the purpose.

According to the letter by the Ministry, land is not readily available and states are finding it difficult to acquire
such large amounts of land. Andhra Pradesh (AP) government says that for such large tracts of land, it may
have to acquire private land and forest land. But if the Centre makes way for smaller campuses, it will be much
easier to establish institutes.

AP government is also struggling for the capital for construction of the 11 premier institutes granted to it, which
include an IIT, 1IM, Central University, IISER, Tribal University, NIT, AIIMS, Petroleum University,
International Institute of Information Technology, Agricultural University and National Institute of Disaster
Management.


http://www.prepsure.com/news/iits-iims-and-central-universities-may-need-less-land-now/
http://www.prepsure.com/news/iits-to-move-to-credit-based-scoring-system-from-2016/
http://www.prepsure.com/news/iims-pre-placement-season-takes-off-with-a-good-head-start/
http://www.prepsure.com/news/hrd-ministry-asks-iits-and-iims-to-set-up-vegetarian-canteens/
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SAARC countries chart common education agenda

|

Education Ministers of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation issued a joint
statement in New Delhi titled 'The New Delhi Declaration on Education.’

Education Ministers and officials of eight South Asian countries have resolved to collaborate on increased use
of information

technology and improving the quality of education.

The second meeting of Education Ministers of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
held here on Friday, was attended by representatives of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka and chaired by Human Resources Development Minister Smriti Zubin Irani.

The Ministers issued a joint statement titled 'The New Delhi Declaration on Education.'

The priority areas of action decided upon include enhancing the learning and development readiness of pre-
school age children, ensuring education for all, expanding skill development, facilitating mutual recognition of
qualifications and mobility of students and teachers and expanding alternative ways of learning like open and
distance education.

India's use of Information and Communication Technology in education, development and sharing of e-
resources, connectivity, e-learning and Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCSs) was discussed by the
Ministers.

Agencies also reported that Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman of Pakistan's Higher Education Commission, proposed
a SAARC education and research network for sharing information and communication between the member
countries.

A technical meeting to finalise these plans has been tentatively scheduled for June 2015.
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Jatni may get 1M

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/Jatni-may-get-11M/articleshow/45002443.cms

BHUBANESWAR: The state government is planning to locate the proposed Indian Institute of Management
(1IM) near the permanent campuses of 11T Bhubaneswar and NISER near Jatni, official sources said on Friday.
The matter is likely to come up for cabinet's approval on Saturday.

At a meeting, chaired by chief secretary Gokul Chandra Pati, here on Friday, possible sites to locate the
proposed 1M were discussed. Technical education secretary Chandra Sekhar Kumar said all possible options
were discussed at the meeting, attended by various stakeholders. The negative and positive aspects of various
proposed sites came up for scrutiny. "It was a preliminary discussion,” he said. Another senior officer said the
government is strongly considering a site closer to IIT-NISER so that the I1T-1IM-NISER axis develops as an
education corridor with common infrastructure. In that case, the government would not need to make fresh
provisions for water and power supply besides road network for the 1IM.

The area is well-connected to NH 5 while the new airport site is nearby. The officer said a decision will be

taken before November 15. The Friday meeting also discussed possible buildings for locating the temporary
campus of the elite B-school; it would be finalized within a week. Toshali Plaza at Satya Nagar here may locate

part of the IIM's temporary setup.

New credit transfer system to be presented on Nov
11: Smriti lrani

New Delhi: Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani Saturday said that a new credit transfer system
from class 9 up till the Ph.D level will be presented Nov 11.

"You will be pleased to know that on Nov 11 we will be presenting to the nation a credit transfer system from
class 9 onward up to PhD, which...gives you enough credits to get back into the university system...," she said.

Irani was addressing a gathering of student leaders at Lead On, an inter-school leadership summit organised at
the Tagore International School, Vasant Vihar here.

She said that she is trying to evolve a concept called "Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat" (one India, best India)
which focuses on changes in education to take India to the next level, and appealed them to chose a five-
member body from among themselves to "sit with us on Nov 17 and tell us what students want from India’s
new education policy".

The summit, in its seventh year, saw participation from around 41 schools from Delhi and the national capital
region.


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubaneswar/Jatni-may-get-IIM/articleshow/45002443.cms
http://zeenews.india.com/tags/human-resource-development-minister.html
http://zeenews.india.com/tags/smriti-irani.html
http://zeenews.india.com/tags/phd.html-0
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Red tape prevents cream of 11Ts from serving rural
India

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/red-tape-prevents-cream-of-iits-from-serving-rural-
india/article6558093.ece?homepage=true

Here is a paradox. While most medicos do not prefer serving in rural areas, the cream of 11Ts is not allowed to
work in the not-so-glamorous turf.

Raghavendra (name changed), an IIT Delhi product, didn’t expect his dream of serving rural India would be a
Herculean task. He resigned as design analyst from Mercedes Benz in Bangalore to join I1IT-Nuzvid in Andhra
Pradesh to teach rural students, but he is thoroughly disappointed.

It has been more than a year since he was issued the appointment letter as Assistant Professor, but till today, the
recruitment process has not been taken up by the institution. He is one of the 85 such professionals whose future
is hanging in balance.

The recruitment process is said to be kept in abeyance owing to procedural issues. “I have a passion to teach
rural students, but I realised it was a huge task than becoming an IIT graduate,” the IITian said with a tinge of
sadness.

It is turning out to be eternal wait for the 45 professionals who wanted to work at 111 Ts in Nuzvid, Idupulapaya
and Basara. The three 111 Ts were established in 2008 under the Rajiv Gandhi University of Knowledge
Technologies (RGUKT) for giving fillip to rural students with the best of industry environment and quality
education. More than 6,000 students passed out from these institutions this year.

The entire episode is frustrating for Dr. Prasad (name changed) from 1IT-Madras. The Nuzvid resident and a
post-doctoral fellow in Metallurgy from New Zealand came back with a specific mission to serve his homeland
but in vain. “It is such a frustrating experience. | can earn 30 times more than what is offered here, but money is
not my motivation. I want to do something for my country, but it doesn’t seem to be happening. I can no longer
wait,” he said.

RGUKT Vice-Chancellor Prof. R.V. Raja Kumar, on his part, said he had done his best to clear the logjam, but
of no use. “We could attract the cream from IITs and NITs. Still, so much needs to be done. More importantly,
we need permanent staff. Imagine a world class institution running with 100 per cent temporary staff. | hope it
will be fixed by the new government,” he said.

The present faculty members of the three I11Ts are also not happy, as there has been no revision of salary since
their recruitment.

The issue has been highly politicised by some forces in the erstwhile Congress government, according to a
source. “The V-C is a senior faculty from 11T-Kharagpur, and he did a great job in building the institutions.
Apparently, he may also call it a day if things don’t change on the ground,” said a top official of a Central
university. Last, but not the least, the response from the government on the issue is, “we will look into the
matter.”


http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/red-tape-prevents-cream-of-iits-from-serving-rural-india/article6558093.ece?homepage=true
http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/andhra-pradesh/red-tape-prevents-cream-of-iits-from-serving-rural-india/article6558093.ece?homepage=true
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Govt. ties up with 11T, Bombay

Second State to ink pack with institute

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/govt-ties-up-with-iit-bombay/article6558126.ece

The State government has tied up with the Indian Institute of Technology (11T), Bombay, to help make
polytechnics and engineering students across the State industry-ready by training them in the latest software
skills.

Speaking to The Hindu, H.U. Talawar, Director, Department of Technical Education, said that II'T, Bombay, is
offering software skills to over 23,000 students of the 274 polytechnics and 15 engineering colleges across the
State.

Karnataka is the second State, after Tamil Nadu, to tie up with IIT-Bombay.

“It is an audio-video tool used to teach open source software. Students learn software in simple steps in an
interactive manner,” Dr. Talawar said.

11T, Bombay, which has taken the lead in propagating software knowledge, is currently offering 15 varieties of
software to students. The programme includes tutorials, interactive e-books and virtual labs.

IIT conducts online examination for students and issues certificates to those who obtain pass marks, Dr.
Talawar said. “The programme enhances broader understanding of the technologies and digital resources that

can positively impact learning,” he said.

Microsoft India

The Department of Technical Education has tied up with Toyota Kirloskar Motor Pvt. Ltd. for providing job
skills for diploma students.

The department proposes to tie-up with Microsoft India for upgrading software skills of final-year computer
science students of polytechnics, Dr. Talawar said.

There are 81 government polytechnics, 44 aided and 167 private polytechnics in the State.


http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/govt-ties-up-with-iit-bombay/article6558126.ece
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11 T-K signs MoU with 2 Finnish, 3 Norwegian
varsities

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-K-signs-MoU-with-2-Finnish-3-Norwegian-
varsities/articleshow/45014864.cms

[IT-Kanpur had inked memorandum of understanding (MoU) with two universities in Finland and three in Norway for
student and faculty exchange programme. It will help in holding joint research initiatives. These MoUs were signed by
[IT-K director Indranil Manna during his visit to the two countries last month.

Manna told TOI that lIT-Kanpur has signed MoU with University of Oslo, Norwegian university of Science and Technology
and Air Quality Research Institute. All these universities are in Norway. Two more MoUs have been signed with two
universities in Finland. One is Aalto University. "These MoU will enable us to send our students to the universities in
Finland and Norway. Students from these foreign universities will be able to come here and study. Faculty members
could also be exchanged. Students in [IT-K will be benefitted," he said.

He said that the design programme (department) of IIT-K will work in collaboration with design factory (it is called by
that name in Finland's Aalto University.

Manna also signed MoU with 12 Finnish universities on behalf of a consortium of 16 IITs. "There is no need of seeking
permission from HRD ministry in conducting faculty and student exchange programmes or collaborating in research
work. This will step up the pace of international teamship," he said.

It is for the first time that IIT consortium had signed MoU with foreign universities on such a large scale.

The benefits will start bearing fruits for students from 2015.

300 protesting 11T-B students and faculty hug, kiss

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Mumbai/300-protesting-11T-B-students-and-faculty-hug-
kiss/articleshow/45016479.cms

Mumbai: Students at IIT-Bombay's Powai campus were greeted by an unusual sight on Sunday evening.
Around 300 students and six faculty members were hugging and planting kisses on each other's cheek on the
convocation hall lawns to mark their protest against moral policing in support of the 'Kiss of Love' campaign in
Kochi.

A group of youngsters from Kochi organized a similar event on Sunday there after activists of the young wing
of a political party indulged in moral policing at a show last week.

After gathering at the venue, two of the organizers, one each from the Progressive and Democratic Students'
Collective and Saathi, the support group on campus for leshian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer
community, spoke about the incident and why it was wrong. They also spoke about them being "ideologically
against moral policing", mentioning a couple of incidents on the campus too. After singing songs on friendship
and protest, such as "Yaaron Dosti" from Rockford and "We Shall Overcome", they marched towards the main
gate carrying placards with messages such as "Love is not immoral, moral policing is", "Just cause | walked


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-K-signs-MoU-with-2-Finnish-3-Norwegian-varsities/articleshow/45014864.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-K-signs-MoU-with-2-Finnish-3-Norwegian-varsities/articleshow/45014864.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Mumbai/300-protesting-IIT-B-students-and-faculty-hug-kiss/articleshow/45016479.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Mumbai/300-protesting-IIT-B-students-and-faculty-hug-kiss/articleshow/45016479.cms
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with a guy doesn't mean he is my boyfriend, stop judging"”, and "Moral fascism, down down".

Gauri Saha, a student, said, "Moral policing is curbing the freedom to expressing love to someone and is
prevalent both inside and outside the campus."” She also spoke about gender inequality in the society and the
skewed sex ratio on the campus—around 1:10.

A French student on the campus who identified herself as Helen said, "It is good to see that so many people
from the campus have

come out and voiced their opinion in India. | hope the freedom of expression of love will not be a taboo here in
future.”

1,600 students take 11 T-M career test in 11 days

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/1600-students-take-11T-M-career-test-in-11-
days/articleshow/45016827.cms

CHENNALI: 1IT-Madras' self-assessment test has been welcomed by parents and students in at least three states
of the country. More than 1,600 students have taken the test in the first 11 days after its launch.

The department of management studies of the institute along with BodhBridge ESPL, an educational services
firm incubated at C-TIDES in IIT-Madras, on October 17 launched the test, called 'My Choice, My Future', to
help school and college students make informed career choices. The test and subsequent one-on-one counselling
is being offered for free till November 16.

Balaraju Kondaveeti, co-founder and CEO of BodhBridge, said the test has been taken by students in three
states - Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh and there has been active participation from parents as
well. "We didn't expect parents to be so involved in helping children chart their career. So we are also adding a
component for parents in the test, so they can rate their child on each of the 12 parameters and get an
assessment that takes in their views as well," he added.

Most of the students taking the test are from Classes 10 to 12 in the school segment and college students. "The
test uses the interests of the student to do 80% to 90% of the filtering. Some students also want to land a job
with good remuneration, so that is also taken into consideration,” Kondaveeti said.

This is dealt in greater detail during the one-to-one counselling session. "The next challenge is to find relevant
courses and careers as students want more information,” Kondaveeti said.

1 T-K celebrates 55th foundation day

TNN | Nov 3, 2014, 03.29 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-K-celebrates-55th-foundation-day/articleshow/45014897.cms

Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur (lIT-K), which completed its 55 years of existence on Sunday, celebrated its
foundation day. The celebrations witnessed the participation of faculty members, students and alumni of the institute.

On this occasion, the institute administration felicitated its alumni by giving them Distinguished alumnus award'. While
Dipankar Das Sharma of 1977 batch was present to receive the "Distinguished alumnus award', Jayadev Misra of 1969
batch and Vijay Kumar of 1983 batch were not present. The awards were presented by Prof Indranil Manna, director of


http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/1600-students-take-IIT-M-career-test-in-11-days/articleshow/45016827.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/1600-students-take-IIT-M-career-test-in-11-days/articleshow/45016827.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/IIT-K-celebrates-55th-foundation-day/articleshow/45014897.cms
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the institute and Prof M Anandkrishnan, chairman, Board of Governors, IIT-Kanpur.

The "Distinguished alumnus award' is the highest award instituted by the board of governors of the institute for its
alumni in recognition of their outstanding achievements.

Dr RK Sachan, registrar, lIT-Kanpur informed that the foundation day celebration programmes were held in three
sections. He said that the programme began with a lecture delivered by Prof Baldev Raj, director, National Institute of
Advanced Studies, who was the chief guest on the occasion. This was followed by distribution of Institute Fellow Award.
The three personalities given this award were Prof SG Dhande, former director of IIT, Kanpur, Prof TVS Rammohan Rao,
ex-faculty of IIT-K and Prof M Satyamurthy, director, IISER, Mohali. Prof Dhande was not present in the function.

The students present during the celebrations enjoyed every moment of the event. A group of students performed a
band on the dias in the main auditorium. The programme ended with the singing of the National Anthem.

Later, Prof | Manna, director of the institute while talking to newspersons said that the institute had planned to
celebrate the foundation day on a much bigger scale. "We took a decision to invite school students on the campus on
the foundation day and show them the technological advancements and research work done by the institute. But all this
will be done in the next foundation day function".
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PU research scholars may soon get ‘special rooms’

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh)

FOR THESE ROOMS THE RESEARCH SCHOLARS WILL BE CHARGED BETWEEN
2,000 AND " 4,000 PER MONTH

CHANDIGARH: The research scholars with fellowships at Panjab University may soon get ‘special rooms’ on
the campus.

The university is planning to refurbish some rooms in every hostel and earmark them for the research scholars
with fellowships only. However, for these rooms the research scholars will be charged between * 2,000 and
4,000 per month,

Dean, Student Welfare (DSW), Navdeep Goyal, said the university had held a meeting over the issue and was
being deliberated upon.

“We will consult top officials to fine-tune the proposal again and it will soon be put before syndicate for final
approval,” he said.

Another top official said: “Research scholars with fellowships get = 4,000 as house rent allowance (HRA) as
part of the fellowship. But they pay the same amount (around between ~ 700 and ™ 1,000) as paid by other
students to the university per month. Rest of the HRA money remains unspent and is not claimed from the
funding agency. If we get special rooms for the research scholars, they will get more facilities and the
university, in turn, will get more funds from the grants, which otherwise, remain unspent.”

Of total 1,500 research scholars, nearly 400 with fellowships from different government agencies have been put
up in the university hostels. Panjab University has 18 hostels (nine for girls, eight for boys and one for working
women hostel).

“In each hostel, special rooms will be created out of the existing ones with more facilities. The facilities such as
television sets, refrigerators and study cabins, which are not otherwise allowed in the hostels, will be provided
in these rooms,” an official said, adding that the university could think of providing AC rooms as well.

But final decision about the facilities was yet to be taken. Currently, common room in all hostels has provisions
of LCD TV and music systems. The officials said the research scholars could also be allowed to keep iron.
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